pi!l!° ^Jt^"" DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trad markOffic 



APPUCATIONNO. FIUNGDATf" ■ - 

L '•"-'NGDATE I FIRST MAMPn^^^^^ 

08/90:3,45:3 ri7/oq/Q- --^ 

u//^3P/3i,. FURBES 



r 



MM21/0315 ~^ ^ 



MINNEAPOLIS MN 55402 



ATTORNEY D OCKET NO. 
EXAMINER I 



ART UNIT 



I PAPER 



NUMBER 



2315 
DATE MAILED: 



03/15/99 



P?°c::^r„r'°" '"^ ""-^ co.™unfc,o„ ooncer„,„, «„3 ,pp„ca«o„ .r 

Commissioner of Patento and Trademarks 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



PTO-90C {Rev. 2/95) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
08/903,453 



ApplicanKs) 



Forbes et al. 




Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Feb 22. 1999 

□ This action is FINAL. * 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance exceot fnr fnrm^i r^o.. 

in accordance with the practice under parre S,aWe! closed 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to exoire ' n 'k, . 

.s longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Fa. ure ?o respo nd within th . ?^ °' ^'''^^^^^^ 
application to become abandoned. (35 U S C § 13-^1 Fvln ? " response will cause the 

37 CFR 1.136(a). ^ ^ ^^^"^'^^s of time may be obtained under the provisions of 

Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim (s) 1-9 



Of the above, claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim (s) 

□ Claim (s) 



Kl Claims 1-9 



_ is/are pending in the application, 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

. is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



disapproved. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawinQ(s) filed on i^i 

^ " 's/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on r-u . 

nxh . Qpproved 

U The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C i 1 1 9(a,-(d, 

□ Al. DSome- DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
U received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

□ received in this national stage application from the international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2,a„ 
•Certified copies not received: '-^la;/. 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. 5 li9,e). 



Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 
g Information Disclosure Statement{s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-9 in Paper No. 6 i 

acknowledged. 



Restriction 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-6, drawn to a semiconductor device, classified in class 257, subclass 315. 

II. Claims 7-9, drawn to a semiconductor memory circuit, classified in class 365, 
subclass 02+. 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the follo^ng can be shown: (I) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be pmcticed with another materially diffet^m product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 
§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case unpatentability of the group I invention would no. necessarily 
imply unpatentability of the group U invention, since the device of the group I invention could be 
used in a materially different process fiom that of the group II invention, for example the 
semiconductor device may be used in a protection circuit. 
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Because ftese inventions a. disUnc. for fte reasons given above and. as shown by .he 
above different classifications, the fieids of sea^h a. not coextensive and sepa^te examination 
wotUd be required, restriction for examination putposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requireme« to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the tequiremen, be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon a,e cancellation of claims to a ncn-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR ,.48(b) if one or more of the currenUy 
named inventor are no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of taventorship must be accompanied by a diligently-filed petition under 37 
CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(h). 

Conclusion 

Any inquhy concerning this communication or earlier communications fiom the examiner 
should be directed to Valencia Martin Wallace whose telephone number ,s (703) 308-41 19. The 
examiner can n„™ally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8.00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The fax 
phone number for this Technology Center is (703) 308-7722. 
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Any i„,ui,yof ageneraJ namre o, relating ,„ ,he stams of .his application orproceeding 
should be directed to dte Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



Martin Wallace 
March 14, 1999 



Valencia Mariin Wallace^ 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2810 



